Welcome to MSU-Northern

We are pleased that you are considering
participating in Montana State Univer-
sity—Northern’s NorthNet distance learn-
ing program. The information on these
pages is designed to assist you in becoming
familiar with entering Northern from a dis-
tance. If you have any questions, the re-
source staff will be pleased to assist you.

Northern is committed to serving the entire
Northern Montana region, including Great
Falls and Lewistown, with over 50 broad-
casting sites. We are an access-oriented
regional university, aimed toward helping
you achieve your educational goals and
building economic opportunities for our
communities.

NorthNet was developed with the help of
our communities, including the Agricul-
tural Extension Service and Vision Net, a
consortium of rural telephone cooperatives.
Vision Net has and will continue to make
considerable investments in the technology
needed to provide state of the art telecom-
munications to Montana communities. Ad-
ditionally, federally-funded grants have
been instrumental to NorthNet’s implemen-
tation.

While NorthNet offerings continue to ex-
pand, we believe that it is important for you
to know that, currently, entire degree pro-
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we serve. Most of our 50 sites offer course
work that allow you to begin your college
education and access various educational
resources. Northern is an institution that
will consider a variety of arrangements to
ensure that learning experiences offer sub-
stance, integrity, and flexibility. We all
want you to explore possibilities, aim high,
achieve your goals, and experience life to
its fullest.

NorthNet interactive courses are “distance
education” courses taught over the North-
Net telecommunications system. These
courses are designed to meet the needs of
adults who are unable to attend classes on a
typical class schedule. The courses are of-
fered at an originating site (a specially de-
signed classroom located at MSU—
Northern). The instructor teaches from this
special classroom. Some students usually
are in the same classroom with the instruc-
tor. Other students are located at other
sites throughout the state that are “linked”
to the originating site through the NorthNet
system.

In most cases, your NorthNet course in-
structor will be in a different location from
your location, and your classmates will be
located in various classrooms throughout
the state. The NorthNet system provides a
two-way interactive telecommunications
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the instructor at the originating site and stu-
dents in various receive sites. “Two-way
interactive” means that, when you are at
any of the NorthNet sites, you can see and
hear people at all the other sites. It is like
being in the same room, except that they
are miles away. At any time, you can see
only one site at a time on the television
monitor at your site.

Participating in a distance education class

requires students to use some special strate-

gies in order to get the best possible learn-

ing experience. These strategies are as fol-

lows:

e Obtaining course materials;

e Participating in class discussions;

e Promoting maximum teacher-student
interaction during class;

e Taking tests; and,

e Completing and submitting distance
learning assignments.

Obtaining course materials. Course
handouts will either be mailed to you in
advance, or distributed in class by a site
facilitator.

Participating in class discussions. While
your instructor may be at a different site
than you are, during class you will be able
to see and hear her or him just as if you
were in the same room. You can ask ques-
tions or make comments at any time by
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simply speaking into the microphone.
When you get to the site, your site facilita-
tor will give you instructions on how to use
the microphones. Class discussions in
NorthNet courses may be slightly more for-
mal—that is, directed by the instructor—
than in traditional courses. The instructor
may assign specific discussion topics in
advance, and will probably call on each site
in turn. Be sure to identify yourself when
you begin speaking, and to use your micro-
phone correctly.

Promoting maximum teacher-student
interaction during class. Although North-
Net may seem strange in some ways, re-
member that you are participating in an ex-
citing new technology. You will be able to
learn and communicate without extra driv-
ing and time away from your home or job.
Your instructor will do everything he or
she can to make distance learning a produc-
tive and comfortable experience for you.
Suggestions for how you can help include
the following:

e You can expect the instructor to estab-
lish audio contact with your site at the
beginning of each class. If this does not
occur, call the MSU—Northern North-
Net Control Room at 265-4127.

o ldentify yourself when you are speaking
and asking questions. Stating your
name and your location (site) is helpful
to the instructor.
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e If you do not receive a verbal response possible.
from the instructor when you ask a
question, try to get her/his attention. Taking tests. Most of your examinations

e Since you are located some distance will be given in class. However, some may
from the instructor, you may find it be take-home examinations, and still others
more difficult to interact with fellow ~ may require a proctor to monitor your exami-
students and with the instructor. Be nation. The extended course syllabus will

sure to persist in getting an answer to  give you information about the testing proce-
your questions and in expressing your  dures for your specific course.
Views.

e Try to find another student at your site
with whom to work both inside and out-
side of class. This will make it easier
for you both to get the necessary work
done.

e Remember students at other sites may
overhear and be distracted by any con-
versations you have with classmates
during class. Avoid talking, or speak in
whispers if necessary, unless you wish
your communication to be broadcast to

Completing and submitting distance
learning assignments. Some suggestions to
help you be most efficient and effective in
domg your assignments are as follows:
Use resources in your local community as
much as possible for completing your as-
signments.
Do not get behind in your assignments.
When you are at a distance from your in-
structor, catching up is difficult.
Investigate library resources early in the
term, so that you may reserve needed ma-

all participants. _ terials or order them through interlibrary

o Ifonly a few students are at your site, loan well in advance.
please sit together in the middle of the o Complete your assignments with careful
classroom so that camera movements attention to completeness and quality, but
can be kept to a minimum. ina time|y manner.

o Classes may be videotaped and may be « Be sure to make a duplicate copy of any
available for checkout. Check with assignments you submit, particularly if
your instructor to see what provisions you mail them. The instructor cannot be
have been made for videotaping your responsible if an assignment is lost in the
class sessions. mail.

e If you notice any problems, please no- Make sure that your assignments are sub-
tify the instructor immediately so that mitted by the deadline established by the
the problem can be addressed as soon as instructor.
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